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The following DiscouRsE 


Is humbly inſcribed | 


By the 1 
AuTrHRo Rx. 


ROMAN Ss xii. 15. 


Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 


weep with them that weep. 


the Mind being the great Springs 
of human Action, to guide and direct 
theſe in the choice and purſuit of their 
true Objects is the principal Office of 
Reaſon and one great end and aim of 
Religion itſelf. While theſe are kept 
within due bounds, and Reaſon. pre- 
lerves it's ſovereignty in the Mind, the 
Man may be ſaid to be Maſter of him- 
ſelf, He enjoys Peace and Harmony 
in his own Breaſt, and is in the beſt 
manner diſpoſed; for all the Offices of 
Society. It is certain that the Paſſions 


are implanted in us, and made a part 


of 


— HE Pons or Affections of 


— — — — 
—— — ——[—ͤns—. 
— —ñ— — —— 


— — 


111 


— — — — — 


A —— — * — 
—— . — ᷣ — ——_ 
—— z — — —̃ —— 


— 2 OI 
822 2 
2 — 


Y 1 
th, 
my 

"i ms 
Wi 
Wl. 
| 


of our Conſtitution by God himſelf, and 


therefore whatever ſome Philoſophers 


may have ſuggeſted to the contrary, we 
may conclude that they were given us for 
uſeful Purpoſes, and that.it is not ourDu- 
ty to eradicate or ſuppreſs them, but to 


moderate the force and direct the Ten- 


dency of them. They are neceſſary to 


our own well- being, and to quicken us 


in the Duties of Humanity and Benevo- 


lence to others. When ve are led 


Heb. x. 


Nature to ſympathize with our Fellow- 
Creatures, when our good Affections 
provoke us to Love and to good Works, to 


ſerve each other gladly, to rejoice in 


the Proſperity and to bear a part in the 
Adverſity of others; when, I ſay, out 
ſocial Paſſions take this Direction, it is 
not only innocent and right to indulge 
them, but this indulgence is recom- 
mended and inculcated in the Precept 
which we are going to conſider, Re- 
joice, faith the Apoſtle, with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them that 


weep. 


In treating upon which words, it will 
be for the honour of our Religion to 
obſerve in the firſt place, that it does 


not 


The Nature and Duty of Compaſſion. F 


not require from us a gloomy joyleſs 
Severity, that is at variance with the 
world and all things about it; it no 
where encourages a monaſtick Solitude 
or Retirement from Society : but on the 
contrary gives free Scope for the exer- 
ciſe of our ſocial and benevolent Affecti- 
ons, and permits us every pleaſute that is 
rational and worthy of our Nature. As In 
God hath given us all things richly to i. 1 
enicy, ſo this Enjoyment implies a de- 
gree of complacency in the good things 
of Life; and this complacency is a 
Debt we owe, and when well tem 
per d and directed is in fome ſort an 
act of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to our 
benevolent and adorable Creator. We 
are commanded to rejoice ever more, that x The. 
e is, to be chearful and eaſy in all the v. 16. 
circumſtances of Life, under a pious 
* Truſt and confidence in the Goodneſs 
of God, and a certain aſſurance that 
all things will in the end work fogetber Rom. v. 
5 for Good, to thoſe that love him. Again, 13. 
as God has formed us for Society, fo he 
1 has made Society contribute many wa 
; to the Joy and Happineſs of Mankind ; 
and as we are enjoined to contribute our 
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The Nature and Duty of Compaſin. 


ſhare, ſo we are allowed to take our 
part in the pleaſures, which ariſe from 
this mutual intercourſe with each other. 
We are commanded to be kindly affec. 
tioned and to have the ſame care one for 
another ; to make the Intereſts of our 
Neighbour our own; to take a kind 
part in his Proſperity as well as to ſhare 


in and commiſerate the, Adverſity of | 


others. 
Tt may perhaps be thought leſs ne- 


 geffary to inculcate this as a Duty, ſince 


Joy is ever welcome to the Heart of 
Man, and we are ready enough to im- 
prove every Opportunity of taking it to 
ourſelves. It may therefore be n eceſ- 


ſary in the ſecond Place to obſerve, 


that the Rejoicing which is made a 
Duty in the Text, is totally different, 
not only from the riotous and tumultu- 
ous Joys which ariſe from Intempe- 


+ Tance and Exceſs, but from that more 


Tous. and publick Spirit, from our Affec- 


innocent exultation which we often 
feel, and are always ſeeking, from the 
recreations and amuſements of Life. It 
is a Joy of a purer and more exalted 
nature, ariſing from the moſt gene- 


tion 


— 


tion to the Good of others, and the 
Intereſt we take in their Happineſs and 
Proſperity... This, however natural and 
rational it may appear, is to be found 
only in the beſt Minds, and is one of 
the beſt Proofs we can give of what is 


called emphatically a good Heart. In 


the preſent depraved ſtate of Mankind, 


there are many malevolent Principles 


which counteract this pleaſing Aﬀecti- 
on, and lead us, if not ſometimes to 
rejoice in the Misfortunes of others, ra- 
ther to murmur and repine, than to 
rejoice at their Proſperity: and Succeſs. 
Too often do ve ſee that Envy preys 
where Joy ſhould reign; and that, even 
chile the Mouth is filled with congra- 


tulations, the Heart overflows with, 


n and . 6115 
9 Ibo ien | Fo, 
It! is againſt Ubi eien \-cabtrated 
Goin that the Precept in the Text is 
directed, which calls upon us to extend 
our good-will without reſerve to all 
Mankind; to make the Happineſs of all 
the Object of our Wiſhes and Endea- 
vours, and of conſequence to rejoice at 
any good that befalls them. This is a 
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Is of that Charity which. envieth not, 1 Cor. 
: B and Kill. 4, 5. 
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and ſecketh not ber own. Men are apt 

to confine this. Virtue in their concep- 
tions of it to the relieving the wants of 

the Indigent, and ſuccouring the Diſ- 
treſſed. But it is certain that where this 
Principle is rooted in the Heart, it will 

lead us equally to rejoice in the happi- 

neſs of the proſperous, and to pity the 
ſufferings of the affficted. The ſame 

Love of the Brethren, which delights 

in relieving thoſe that are in want, will 
naturally take pleaſure in ſeeing thoſe 

wants more richly; ſupplied by the boun- 

of Heaven. Hence in the ſame 

Chapter with the Text, it is made a 

part of brotherly Love, in honour to 

v. 10. prefer one another. And we are fre- 
quently reminded, that as we are Mem- 

bers one of another, as we are united 

| under Chriſt our head in one Body, we 
1 Cor. ought If one Member | ſuffers to ſuffer 
xil. 20. 0h it, and as well if one Member be 

honoured to: rejoice with it. 


This chriſtian Spirit is not more ne- 
ceſſary to the Peace and Happineſs of 
Society than it is to our own, by re- 
moving from us all Diſcontent, evil 
Surmiſings, and Jealouſies, and 1 

e wt ng 


The Nature and Duty of Compaſſion. 


ling us to enjoy the good things that 
are before us without repining at thoſe 
which we want. And the contrary 
Temper, as our irregular Paſſions uſual- 
ly do, carries its own puniſhment along 
with it; by raiſing up within us a num- 
ber of unneceſſary Evils which have no 
exiſtence but in our own thoughts, and 
are merely imaginary. An; increaſe 
of Honour, Character, or Fortune to 
another does not uſually leſſen or impair 
our own. If others ſucceed beyond 
their Deſerts, our own Merit is ſtill the 
fame. It is therefore our own Fault, 
and a puniſhment inflicted by our own 
Folly, if we refuſe to enjoy the plea- 
| lures. that are in our power, merely be- 
cauſe they are more enjoyed by others. 


The Diſingenuity and Meanneſs of 
this Temper is ſufficiently ſeen in the 
common practiſe and behaviour of 
Mankind. Men are obliged by De- 
cency to expreſs their Regard for each 
other, and are therefore liberal enough 


in their profeſſions of Joy on the Succeſs 


and good Fortune that attend them. It 
is then ſure a Duty to plant in the Heart 

thoſe Sentiments which we are obliged 
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12 -— The Nature and Duty of Compaſſion. 


to carry in our Mouth. And if we 
expect on every Acceſſion of Happineſs 
to receive theſe Congratulations from 
thoſe we converſe with, we ſhould be 
ready to pay the ſame with ſincerity 
ourſelves. + BOS 


Again, this unhappy Temper is in- 

Jurious to the Goodneſs and Juſtice of 

God, who giveth to all Men liberally, 

and even on the meaneſt has beſtowed 

more than he deſerves, or has a right 

to expect, If therefore, He diſpenſes 

to one ten Talents, and to another on- 

Mat. xx. ly two, ſhall our Eye be evil becauſe 
15- -God is Good? Is he not at liberty to di- 
verſify his Gifts in what manner and in 

what proportion his Wiſdom thinks fit? 

And ſhall we not rather thankfully en- 

Joy what he hath of his free Grace be- 
ſtowed upon us, than repine at the Ad- 
vantages which he hath given to others, 


To this agreeable Duty then we are 
called by Nature, Intereſt, and even De- 
cency itſelf. But thepreſent occaſion leads 
me rather to conſider the latter part of 

the Text which enjoyns us to cultivate 
and indulge the ſame natural Sympathy 


with 


The Nature and Duty of Compaſſion. 13 


with the afflicted and diſtreſſed. Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. © OI 


The numberleſs Calamities to which 
this mortal Life 1s continually ſubject 
furniſh us with very frequent occaſions 
for this ſort of Compaſſion. If we look 
into ourſelves, or round about in the 
World, we ſhall ſee aſſaulting Men on 
every fide a Variety of Troubles which 
they can neither by Prudence prevent, 
nor have ſtrength enough to repel. Man Job v. 7. 
is born to trouble, —This is the com- 
mon Lot of Humanity. But Men are 
likewiſe born and formed to aſſiſt de- 
fend and relieve each other; to ſhare with 
each other and alleviate the common 
Burdens and Calamities of Life. And i 
. this Comfort and Aid, which we are ex- 
- cited almoſt irreſiſtibly to lend, few paſs | 
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, ſo proſperouſly thro Life as not to want _ 

at ſome time in ſome way or other them- bi 
e ſelves. Different as the ſeveral Ranks | | 
a and Conditions of Life are, higher and fl 
ls lower, richer and poorer, there are none i 
f that can exempt us from the common | 1 
te Calamities of Life, and all are expoſed to | Il 
J ſome that are peculiarly their own. _ ED j 
| 8 the „ 


24 The Nature and Duty of Cmapafn. 


the vain Man be tempted by his Prof. 
ity to ſay, I. ball never be caft down, 
there ſhall no harm happen. unto me, 
the leaſt Experience will teach us that 
ſuch Confidence is ill grounded, and 
that He may Hoon come in Mrsfortune 
lite other Folk. Sickneſs and bodily 
Infirmities fall indiſcriminately on all: 
But Loſs and Diſgrace are chiefly inci- 
dent to great Poſſeſſions, and elevated 
Stations. And the higher the Rank, 
and the more affluent the Circumſtances 
are,. the more are they expoſed to theſe 
traverſes of Fortune, and the more hea- 
vily are they uſually felt when' they 
happen. On the other hand, People 
of inferior Condition and in lower Life, 
if they be leſs ſubject to the injuries of 
Fame or Fortune, are yet perhaps more 
expoſed to Sufferings from Sickneſs, 
Pain, and the common Accidents of 
Life. And when deprived of the Hleſſ- 
ing of Health and conſequently diſabled 
from providing for themſelves and their 
Families, Poverty muſt attend their 
Misfortune and add to their Miſery. 


From the higheſt to the loweſt Stati- 


ons of Life we * find Objects m our 
9100 ity 


Pity eee Tn” have occaſi - 


on to weep. with them that weep, The 
Rich may! be afflicted in his turn, and the 


poor may feel with him; may not only 


put up his Prayers and ardent Wiſhes 


for his Relief, but. may ſometimes con- 
tribute an acceptable Service towards it. 


But much oftener will this Duty be de- 


manded from the Rich and Opulent 
to the Brother of low degree. The 
Poor are more in number and are more 


lable to Accidents from without, if not 


to Maladies within. The Rich have it 
always in their power to relieve theſe. 
When they are themſelves attacked by 
Diſeaſe or Pain, every Relief that can 
de had is in their power: whereas the 
Poor in the like circumſtances are often 


deſtitute not only of the conveniences 
but even of the neceſſaries of - Life. 


Whatever then our Sufferings ſuggeſt 
to us as miniſtring-Eaſe-or Comfort in 
any calamitous Caſe,” that Pity ſhould 
ncline: us to wiſh, and to the beſt of 


power provide for others in the like 
Wan il by Oi £1 10¹¹ 1 
#58 176d Nui 1 5 A1 95 


Bop 1 WAY not obſerve: a ths 


Precept i in the Text requires from us 
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an active Pity, which is induſtrious in 
relieving thoſe Wants which it com- 
paſſionates, and does not reſt in the 
empty and fruitleſs expreſſions of Sor- 

row and Concern. F a Brother or 

ii. 5. Siſter, ſays St. James, be naked or deſ- 
litute , daily food, and one of hon 
ſay: unto them depart in peace, be you 
warmed or filled, ' notwithſtanding ye 

give them not thoſe things which are 
needful for the Body: what - doth it 

John profit ? When Martha and Mary wept 
c. 11. for the Death of a beloved Brother, 
Jeſus allo wept with them. He conde- 
ſcended to this natural Expreſſion of 
Grief: but he ſuffered not his ſenſe of 

their Diſtreſs to ſtop here. His com- 
paſſion led him to exert a moſt ſignal 

Act of his almighty power in their fav- 

our: He raiſed Lagarus from the dead. 

A ſimilar Inſtance of Compaſſion he 
ſhewede to the Widow of Nain upon 

the loſs of her Son. And the well 
known Parable of the good Samaritan 
which! carries ſo much force and con- 
viction along with it, ſeems purpoſely 

Luke deſigned to convey this moral Inſtruc- 
x. 39. tien, and to be expreſsly pointed there- 
| a enk einge Jo I og at 15 iq 
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Ne Nat „ Beg? he of Ctnipaſion: 


by: our Lord! Alrnſelf in MS a ilicati- 
oh 6f1 5 Gd 2 "x thou likeeife. The 


Duty then of Cötnpaffion is not ſatisfi- 


ed by our weeping 585 or condoling 


by # 


X, 39. 


with our Neighbour under affliction: N. 


we muſt demonſtrate the reality of our 
Concern for Hin by readily affording 
him all the'affiſtance which 125 Circum- 


ſtanlces require and our W 5 will 
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difſes of Life art by their Eircumſtan- 


& mate to depend for help on the 
{h, the Rich àre in point of Intereſt, 


I maß dot fly of Gratitude,” bound 


ts relieve theth 1 in Diſtreſs. "The induſ- 
tfidus Poor ate certainly à moſt uſe- 
ful Part of the nue They are 
at leaſt as neceſſaty to the Rich as the 
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Rich are, to.the Poor. The King bim. Eccles. | 


If, fays © Soltmon, is er del by the 

22 And wWIrhout theſe, ſays the Sof 
of Sirach, ſpeaking of Agric ture and 
the mechanik Riis, B 4 City be 
inhabited. It is to theſe that the Rich 


v. 9. 


owe all the Ornaments and” 1 7 


cies of Lifè: 10 that the PO may be 
faid in ſornẽ ſort tobe their Beflefactors. 
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ys The Nature and Duty of Compaſſion, 


And they have ſure a right in return to 
expect — neceſſaries of Life from thoſe 
Who by their Skill and Labour are 

clothed and fed, and enabled to iy 


fumptuonfy every dax. 


And ſure what 18 7 ——— beſtowed! is in 

point of preſent pleaſure not miſapplied. 

If change of Pleaſure increaſes Delight, 

ſuch a Gift purchaſes : a moſt pleaſing 
Variety. Benevolence is a Paſſion which 
demands as well as others due Gratifica- 

tion. It is ſo deeply rooted in us, that 
whenever a proper Obje& preſents it- 

ſelf, I will ſay, not one of us can rejeR 

it without giving Pain, and doing a fort 

of violence to himſelf. So juſt is the 

Prov. Obſervation of the wiſe Man, the mer- 
xi. 16. ci ful Man doth good to his own Soul, but 
He that is cruel an His own Fleſh. 


And now what nobler Field for the 
exerciſe of your Benevolent and kind 
Affections can poſſibly be opened, than 
this which here offers itſelf before you ? 
An Inſtitution deſigned to relieve thoſe 
who are in the deepeſt Diſtreſs; who are 
the leaſt able to help themſelves ; and 
who from 4 their uſefulne. to the Pub- 


lick 


The Nature and Duty of | Compaſſion. 


lick are beſt intitled to the publick Care. 
And as this Charity has the nobleſt End 
for its Object, ſo is this End anſwered 
by it in the beſt and moſt perfect man- 
ner. The Poor have here every Advan- 
tage of Diet, Medicine, Attendance and 
Skill in much higher perfection than 
they could hope to procure either of 
them ſingly; and inſtead of languiſhing 
on the Bed of Sickneſs in want of all 
the neceſſaries of Life, have here all the 
Conveniences that Wealth itſelf can 
procure for the Rich. And the Succeſs 
of theſe Inſtitutions has been every way 
anſwerable to the high Expectations 
which it was reaſonable to form of 


them; the beſt Teſtimony that can be 


given to, and the moſt unanſwerable 
Argument for their univerſal Uſe and 
Benefit, 


Let then brotherly Love continue. 
May this happy Union of Love and 
Charity which has hitherto ſupported a 
Deſign ſo worthy and excellent, ſtill 
ſubſiſt; and acquire new Strength by a 
general Concurrence of all that are 
able to aſſiſt in it: that its Influence may 
reach as far as the wants of our ſuffering 

C 2 Neigh- 


FTI Nate" and, Duty. of Compaſion- 


Neighours, and extend to all around 
us. By opening the Hand and Heart 
in ſupport of this good Work we ſhall 
in deed and effect alt the Precept of 
the Apoſtle, and in the beſt manner 
ſympathize with them that Mop. 


Our Benevolence thus exerted will, 


beſides the primary intention anſwer- 


ed by it, produce many other pleaſing 
Effects. It cannot but excite the warm- 
eſt and moſt actiye Gratitude in thoſe 
who reap the Benefit and feel the kind- 
ly Influence of it. Aud it will ſilence 
the complaints of the envious and ma- 
nen, ; Who are apt-to look with an 
evil Eye on all that is above them, and 
to depreciate the Merit of thoſe whom 
they think happier in the advantages of 
Life than themſelves. When they ſee 
this envied Greatneſs tempered with 
Goodneſs, and made amiable by Boun- 
ty, they will be eaſily led to fulfill the 
former part of the Apoſtle s Advice, bj 
rejoicing wif them that 40 rejoice. 


Attention to theſe Chitin: will bs 
of ſignal Uſe to the Rich, and thoſe that 
are at eale, in 2 them of the 
| various 
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various/Caſvalties to which Mankind in 
general are ſubject. It is ſometimes 
letter to go to the. Houſe of Mourning, Eccles. | 
than 10 the Houſe, of Feaſting : if the vii. 11. = 
Scenes of Affliction which we there 9 
meet with lead us, as their natural 
Tendency is, from reflecting on the | 
uncertainty of human Life,” and of 
all things here below, to ſet our Aﬀec- 
lions on things above, and to lay up our L 
Treaſure in Heaven. Happy is it to q 
learn from the Experience -of others, 
the Miſeries to which this mortal State 
is ſubject: and happy ſhould we think 
it, if we eſcape — Els ourſelves, to 
have the Opportunity which is here 
afforded us, of paying ſo ſuitable a 1 
Thank-Offerin g for it to Heaven, 1 


attending Riches to have the power of 

bleſſing others, what greater Bleſſing 

can — moſt benevolent Mind waſh to 

beſtow, than that of Health and Eaſe 
to the diſtreſſed and tortured; to reſtore : 6 
them to their Families and Friends, to ; 
their Strength and Labour, to a com- j 
fortable Subſiſtence, and the Service of 

the Common-Wealth 2 What human 

Bliſs can be ſuppoſed to exceed the ſa- | | 
tisface 1 


Again, if i it be the. greateſt Blefling Eh 
| 
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tisfaction of Job's Mind, when the 
2. Bleſſing F him that was ready to per- 
ih came upon him, upon him who a. 
Eyes to the blind, and Feet to th 
laine, who was a Father to the Poor, 
and cauſed the Widows Heart to fing 
for Jy" : | 


:Nnother Advartupe accruing to the 
Rich from 'this ſpecies of Charity is, 
that hereby the Science and Practice of 
Medicine in all its Branches is plainly 
advanced to greater perfection. Variety 
of Caſes muſt furniſh new matter of 
Obſervation, which the Acuteneſs of 
the Profeſſor will not fail to make 
the beſt uſe of, in improving his 
Judgment and Skill. Frequent Ex- 
perience will not only make him more 
exact in Knowledge, but more ready 
in the Application of it: and there- 
fore the Rich in all caſes of Acci- 
dent to Body or Limbs may be hence 
ſupplied with more effectual help than 
probably they otherwiſe could be. 80 
that they are really in ſome fort pro- | 
viding for themſelves againſt the time 
of Need, whilft they are thus 225 
ing: for the Poor. 1 
rn | ATTY et 


1 


— — | 


nity, Do 


Let me > onl add in further Com- 
mendation of the Charity Which is 


the preſent Subject of Diſcourſe, that 


athough it is chiefly intended for the 
Care and Cure of the. Body, yet it 
does not neglect the Soul. - It means 
to diſmiſs the Patients better Chriſtians 
23 well as abler Men. The Diſo Fe 
of the Mind are here applied to. 


well as thoſe of the Body. And = | 


this ſucceeds, as we may; expect it of- 


ten will, where the Patient is 1 60 | 


ly called and habituated to the © ces of 


Piety, has the beſt Inſtructions put in- 


to his Hands, and is made by Afflic- 
tion more ſuſce tible of good. impreſſi- 
ons; this is 15 greater Benefaction, 
the nobler Cure of the two: as it's ſa- 
lutary effects terminate not in the pre- 
ſent Life, but W out into Fter⸗ 
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hn lit let us confider” A lit 
tle more. cloſely how. we are in the 


preſent caſe. affect ted by our - religious 
kn 


Profeſſion. A From the now ledge, of 
our Creation we learn, that od Al- 
mighty, hath made of < one Bleed all No 


Acts 


xvii. 26. 
ons 


— 
1. 
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tions of Men 7 to dwell on the B. "ace of 
all the Earth, and thence clearly infer 
an univerſal Relation of Mankind by 
Nature. But Chriſtianity draws: this 
Tie much cloſer, It teaches us to re- 
gard every Man as our Neighbour, 
and every Chriſtian ds Our Brother. 
We are not allowed to deſpiſe or neg- 
lect the meaneſt of our Fellows. On 
the contrary, ' we are comttianded to 


be kindly affectioned towards all Men, 


ahd to yield them out ready Help, 


| whenever their, Oc caſions call for l 


Chiiftians are” bent t to look upon 

Helves as "Aill - more, cloſely Unit- 
ed. We are one Body, one myſtical 
Body in Chliſt; and as ſuch are Ade 
I combined in One common Inter- 
eft to each othef- The mutual Ob- 
Ugations flo win 8 from this Combi 
nation, St. Paul" tie gantly and ſttik- 
ingly illuſtrates by the Analogy of a 
human Body and its ſeveral Parts. 


— 


Herein” e obſerves. nothing is found | 


lar erfl ous or ,untiſeful. The whole 
15 & perfect, e welt diſpoſed and con- 
need, that no one part from the high- 
eſt x Q the loweſt of i ſabſiſt withs 
Te 5 cannot ſay to 

the 


F »»» — _ KEE SG a> A 9 Hoon SE ³ A Q ꝗ ůwmꝓ:- art ne wn io ek awoenwnmwmRN.cc TT =. 


De | Nature and Duty m Compaſſe 


the Hand, 1 have no need , thee ; nor 
again the Head to the Feet, T. have no 


ned of you. Nay: much more thoſe Mem- 


bers of the Body which ſeem to be more 
feeble are neceſſary. Every Part in its 
proper Place and Office is ſerviceable 
to the Well-being of the whole: and in 
return derives ſome benefit and aſſiſt- 
ance from every other. It is natural 
therefore and neceſſary, as I have ob- 


ſerved, that they ſhould ſympathize 


with each other, and whether one 
Member ſuffers or be honoured, all the 
Members ſhould ſuffer or rejoice with it. 


God hath vouchſafed to form this my- 


ſtical Body in Chrift, and he hath ap- 
pointed and encouraged the beſt of our 
Affections to nouriſh and ſtrengthen it. 
For we are taught of God to ve one 
anotber. The love of God himſelf as 
our Creator and Father will lead us to 
acknowledge and cheriſh our. Chriſtian 
Brethren as his Sons, and for his Sake. 
And ſure he love of . Chriſt wwiil con- 
train us to love thoſe ho bear ſo near 
a Relation to him, - as the Members of 
his myſtical Body. , Eſpecially: when 
he, hath, made this his peculiar Com- 
mandment, and the Badge of our Pro- 

D feſſion 


1 Theſs. 


iv. 9. 


2 Car. 
Ve I4. 
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feſſion as Chrtſtians, that we love one 
another as be hath: loved us, and hath 
further condeſcended to make the Poor 
| his Repreſentatives here, to receive at 
| our Hands that Tribute of Love and 
| Gratitude which we owe him, by af- 
ſuring us that whatever Kindneſs is be- 
ſtowed upon them, He will conſider 
as done to himſelf, and will place it 
to his Account. — And laſtly, to add 
every Motive that can be afforded to 
this Duty, hath made this expreſs Pro- 
miſe to every one that pays this Atten- 
Luke tion to his ſuffering Brethren.-——Thu 
xiv. 14+"ſhalf be bleſſed. For they cannot recom- 
| penſe thee: Thou fhalt be recompenſed 
at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 


If this ſeem a Motive of mean, and 
mercenary Conſideration to any one, let 
it be remembered that it is ſuch an 
one as our gracious Lawgiver, who 
beſt knew what was in Man, hath 
thought fit to urge; and therefore ſuch 

as we may fafely apply to ourſelves and 
own the Influence of without any 
diſparagement to our Virtue. Philo- 
ſophers may boaſt of their own diſ- 
interedneſs, of the powers of 2 ey 
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andthe independence of Virtue. We 


profeſs; ourſelves Servants of a 1 


| ts Laws are indeed holy and juft 


and good, and his Service the eld 


perfect Fr HR but who is Hkewiſe 


o Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, and permits us 70. have reſpeft unto 
this - recompence of Reward. To the 


2 15 . 
: 4, 
2 / 14424 | 


other Motives of Virtue let us then 


add the Encouragement of his gracious 
Promiſes and with theſe hopes before 


us perſevere chearfully in the Dif- 


charge of every Duty, particularly in 
this Labour which proceedeth of Love, 
being aſſured that God will not forget 


your Works, and the Love which ye have 
ſhewed towards his Name, who have mi- 


niſtered unto the Sarnts ow Jet ds miniſ< | 


ter. Amen. 
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